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also the means of doing it; I hope for another
despatch to-night; if I have no other reason to go
to M. de Metternich I have but faint hopes; I shall
have all the inconvenience, and yet shall not be at
fault. How many tears to-morrow may wipe away
or call forth ! "

The Duke of Vicenza, whose patriotic anguish was
at its height, wished to make one final appeal to his
master, and in the night of August 15 he wrote to
him this eloquent letter: " Weigh well in the balance,
Sire, the real interests of France, those of your
dynasty, those finally of a wise policy. Throw these
into the same scales with the glory of war and its
chances, and Your Majesty will make peace. Deign to
persuade yourself, Sire, that this war is not like those
that have preceded it. Every one has seen the faults,
and, what is more, has calculated the risks of the
course he has taken. Austria has not prepared for
the removal of its archives from Vienna, and made
other preparations, without foreseeing reverses in
this general conflict. Russia runs no further risk,
fighting as she does in the territory of others. Prus-
sia is engaged in a life or death struggle in spite of
herself. As for Germany, it will follow Austria,
which feels only too well that its cause will be with-
out appeal if the signal is once given. England
defends herself in Spain; but when the first cannon
is fired, she will command everywhere, and Your
Majesty will not be everywhere. If your armies
meet -fitith * the slightest defeat, if even the battles,